Students stifled by lack
of creativity in schools

By Gall Konop Baker

Since moving 10 Madison thnec yoeanrs
ago, [ kave betn conflused by two dis-
metrically oppesing forces gnining mo-
mronium Jimultineoutly,

On one hand, T am extraordinarily
impressed with Madison's arts commu-
nily. Amencan Flayers Theater, CTM
Madison Family Theater Co. and Madi-

son Symphony Orchestra, (o name a°

few, preduce éxceplional performances
on par with those in major cities. With
Jerome Frautsthi’s 100 million: gift;
Mpdizon iz cefnin io sehieve oven
greater prominenee in the arts. This
serves artisls and nopartists, rich and
poor, since art cgriches all our livies,

In contrast, | am appalled with the
tist-crary lack of creativaty and rigid-
neésk in the Mudison Public middle
gchools, | have abiays supporied public
education and 's not blaming one per-
o0, classroom of school, The test craze
if a natkomwvide phenomenon, oqually
influenced by parents, whoe want the
bedt for their childeen, and politicos,
who want their school, district, city 1a-
betlid the best [ just find it surpri
that progressive Madizson tolorates mil
tariatic insfitutionalization of children

From the moment sixth-graders set
foct in mbddie aehooal bhey =re Tiven
teals and more ekl Perhapd leachers
have to adminkiter beats for placément
and later 1o Justiiy their joba. IT 20, how
migguided. Children who sgpend more
time laking multiple-choloe, true-false,
fillirahe-blesk fevz then writing &nd
gquestioning will become greal Lest-
taking non-thinkers. I have worked with
gome of these top atudents who are un-
ahle to eéxpress their own ideas on
paper. It isn't lack of intelligence, it's
Iu-r. of nmuﬂunllr. I understand the

aocuire knowledge, but if
lcd.fe 11-1:1. spplied in meaningful
comtext, s Ik learning single noles of
11:;11' bt ﬁtr playing o song. B
n Erong meEthpge 15, 1010w
this n.li'll{?: I understand the need for
order. But what iz 17 Fear of anarchy?
Or simply a hyporkineiic polnt sysiem
that lnﬁuem asslignmoents that penal-
bz for lettering that isnt uniform, for
not erasing enough pencil lines, for col-
aring outside the lines and for showing
thelr work in math? What is the point of
ihe only poetry assignment all year
being graded down for “lack of bold col-
ors” on the mounting board when the

Boker, a writer and mother of three, is
a classnoden colileer O Modison
pubidic sehaols,
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poen i5 about a silent winter day? Why
would children dare take a ereative or
intellectual risk in this environment?

IF it's compellivensss we're encour
aging. this s also the wrong way. An
overly controlled learning environment
encourages a petty kind of competitive-
ness — classrooms where distrust per-
vades, where teachers “police™ students
because cheating is commoenplace. If
students focused less on test-daking and
perfect wriling, they might focus more
on feeding thelr instinctual hunger for
Enowledge. Teachers, adminBtrators
and parents might be pleasantly sur
prised at the far superior redulis

Are we, &8 8 community, &0 discon-
nected that we fail to see the romy in
supporting a world-class arts district
while at the same time supporiing
schools that crash the creative spirit of
our children? Have we parenis stopped
te consider Into what oor ehildren are
being molded? Mol the greal minds of
the next generation More like
rate saldiers, always ndent on
of rulies to got theough life, As for the fu-
ture artists, I'm afmaid Madison will
have to settle for a dazzling arts distriet
siarring mostly noc-Mad Sonlana

We're not all born 16 be artists, bal
we're all bom 10 be ¢reative thinkers
and problem solvers; mothers and peo-
ple who must trivmph over adversity;
doctors and lwyers. 1 implore all teach:
erg, for the sake of our eolleclive Dulure,
for the sake of your soul, trust the chil-
dren, their nalural curiosity, their 1R-
Berent ability 1o absorb and apply
knowledge, Tell them to put down Na, 2
pencils and take the tine to And joy in
their quest for knowledge. ot oaly will
you [ind greater personal satisfhction in
your work but oaly then will you give
our children the opportunity to reach
“their maximum potential™

I implore alll members of this com-
munity — parenis, administrators, &l
enlists, business leaders and community
activists — o think through the long-
term  consequences of educating our
childron in this standordized way, Thoy
may be the best at this time, in this sys-
tem. Buol the best what? The st par-
ents? The best community members?
The best leaders, willing and able 1o
move Our :thllzalinn forward In
thoughtiul ways?

This country and this {'I.I;J- wern made
great by those who wepen't afraid o ask
questions, o color cutside the lines, Lo
show their work.



